Background: Assessment of hazard vulnerability is a critical stage in the disaster preparation cycle. This process determines the relative priority of each disaster subtype to the organization, and provides guidance to the organization for allocating time and resources. Since 2001, the Joint Commission International requires all hospitals in the United States to perform a hazard vulnerability analysis annually, and use their findings to guide planning efforts. To date, there is no officially recommended method for the hazard vulnerability assessment of health care institutions, and little literature on best practices. As such, methods utilized are heterogeneous and institution specific. Methods: Qualitative and quantitative methodologies are used for this study. Surveys are administered by email and on paper to emergency managers at hospitals in Boston, Massachusetts USA, who are queried regarding their method for hazard vulnerability assessment, the instrument used, who completes the analysis, what guidance/training is given, and if subanalysis is completed when the hazard profile changes from previous years. Responses are analyzed using quantitative and qualitative methods.
The study is currently ongoing. We anticipate that hazard vulnerability analysis methods and instruments will reflect a lack of standardization of practice in the field. Relative strength and weaknesses of different instruments will be highlighted and common practices at health care institutions will be reviewed. Our hope is that such discussion will encourage greater standardization and the development of best practices for this critical stage in the disaster preparation cycle. 
